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THE BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


* 


‘ . . Friday, the 3rd October, 1947. 


Provsedinzs of tha Bihar Lovislativa Aszemaly agzemdiod ungar the 
provisions of the Government of india Act, 1935. ' 


The Assombly met in the Assembly Chamber at Ranchi on Friday, 


the 3rd October, 1947, at 2 r. M., the Hon’bje the Speaker, Mr. Vindhyeshy. : 


warl Prasada Varma, in the Chair. 


—— owe À Gene 


SHORT NITICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


—_ 


TRIAL OF Mr. S. MOHIUDDIN AHMAD, EX-EDITOR ‘THE SENTINEL’ AND- 
Mr. ANWAR HUSSAIN AND ENGAGEMENT OF Mr. GOPAL PRASAD, ” 
BAR.-AT-LAW TO CONDUCT THE PROSECUTION ON BEHALF OF | 

. GOVERNMENT, 


` 
Soe 
EA 


6, Mr. SAIYID MAQBUL AHMAD : Will tha Hon'blo the Prime 


_ Minister be pleased to stote— 


(a) if. they have briefed Mr. Gopal Prasad, Barristor-at-Law to 
conduct the prosecution of Mr. S. M Ahmad, an ex-member of the Housg 
and Mr. Anwar Hussain, ox-Secretary of the Ranchi District Muslim | 
League, for Re. 250 per day ; e 


. (b) if Gəverninent have ascertained what feo Mr. Gopal Prass 


* usually commands at Patua ; 


(c) if the Doputy Commissioner of Ranchi has added to Mr. Gopal. - 
Prasad one of tho Junior Assistant Public Progoutors of Ranchi sanctioning. 
Rs. 55 {per day for him, “and whether ho received no more than Rs. 16 
por day from Government before ; | 


(d) if the answer to clausos, (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Government bo ploased to state the reasons which influenced thom and the 
Deputy Commissioner to spend so much money per day ovor the said- 
case ? 


The Hon’bis Pandit BINODANAND JHA : (2) Mr. Gopal Prasad, 


-Barrister-at-Law, bas been appointed Special Public Prosecutor to-conduck 


the prosecution of. Mr.S M. Abmad and Mr. Anwar Hussain. The 
amount of fees to be paid to him is under cortsiderssion of Government. 
- ; (b) It appears about Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 per dav. 
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i. (e) Mr È. Chaudhury, a senior member of the Ranchi Bar who is 


“j;alao an A. P. P., has been engaged to assist Mr. Gopal Prasad. Tho usual 
a fee of an A. P. P. is Rs. 16 per day. Tho Deputy Commissioner has no 
, . Powors to sanction any higher fee to an A. P. P, vs 


5 (3) As the cases are intricate and the Public Prosecutor of Ranchi 
v who was requested to conduct this case could not be available due to his 
. other engagements, an experienced criminal lawyer had to be engaged 
in the interest of efficient prosecution of this important case, 
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a 6. Mr. SAIYID MAQBUL AHMAD : Will the Hon’blo the Prime 
- Minister be pleased to state— 


i (a) when the enquiry in the said cases commenced and at what stage 
‘ud 18 ROW 5 
Ms 


(b) on how many days it has been heard since ; 


(c) for how many hours per day ; 


a 


(d) how much has been paid so far to Mr. Gopal Prasad and to tho 
Junior A. P.: P. and how much more is likely to be paid to them ? 


The Hon'ble Pandit BINODANAND JHA: (a) The onquiry 
‘, before the Magistrate commenced on tho 9th July last and orders commit- 
7 ting the accused to tho Court of Sessions were passed on the ist October, 
1. 1947. 

(b) The case was heard on 40 days till the 22nd Septombor, 1947, 
A (c) On 31 days the case was heard for about threo hours a day, on 
` B days it was heard for 4 hours a day; on 3 days for'5 hours a day, and 
. on one day for little less than 2 hours. | 
(d) No payment has yet been made to either Mr. Gopal Prasad or the 
. P. 


1- ff 
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The second part of the question doos not ariso. 


Mir. MURLI MANOHAR PRASAD : Do Govornmont considér it 
justifiable that the enquiry should have extended over 40 days ? 
f 


The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : This is a matter of opinion. 


oi At. MURLI MANOHAR PRASAD : Aro Government aware that 
Mr. Mohiuddin Ahmed has been ill being confined to bed and thie pro- 
‘tracted trial must have told on his health materially ? 


|‘ ‘The Hon’ble Pandit BINODANAND JHA: Sir, so for as the 
present state of health of Mr. Mohiuddin Abmed is concerned, Govern- 
i: inent have got no reports but. so far as the prolongation of the enquiry 
“- etage is concerned, the case involved examination of about 50 prosecution 
"Witnesses. Although Government would have liked to see tho case 
_ disposed of more expeditiously, they regret tovnote that the contribution 
of the accused to the prolongation of tho case is not nogiigiblo. 
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